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1. Purpose and Description of WG 

The Agriculture, Agri-food, and Rural Working Group (WG) was established to facilitate knowledge 
sharing and highlight collaboration opportunities in the field of agriculture, agri-food and rural 
development. Its mission is to promote a systemic transition towards a sustainable innovation 
ecosystem by jointly addressing the main challenges of these sectors. 

The WG welcomes all Living Labs in rural, agriculture, agri-food and similar sectors as well as 
organizations which aim to become a Living Lab in the future, to join our Network and meet the 
members of our ecosystem. This WG is committed to deepening Living Labs' pivotal contributions to 
these fields, establishing a dynamic platform for the exchange of best practices, experiences, and 
strengthening the operational foundations of the WG members. The WG aims to bring together ENoLL 
members and external experts for the purpose of discussing initiatives, exploring funding possibilities, 
fostering relationships, and exchanging knowledge. 

 

Key objectives: 

• Strengthen collaboration and knowledge exchange: increase cooperation and sharing of 
insights on cutting-edge practices within the realms of agriculture, agri-food, and rural 
development. This is intended to enable all members to disseminate the results of their 
research and to acquire innovative methodologies and technologies from their peers. 

• Facilitate networking and best practices: create the space where members can share their 
success stories and strategies, enhancing mutual understanding and fostering networking of 
the members. 

• Engage in policy dialogue: create discussions surrounding policy to influence and shape the 
future of LLs in the field of agriculture, agri-food, and rural areas. 

• Highlight funding opportunities: proactively identify and promote opportunities for funding, 
aiming to support members in accessing the necessary resources for LLs practices. 

The Agriculture, Agri-food and Rural WG sets out to achieve the following outcomes: 

• Deepen knowledge and expertise on specific topics within the sector, enhance the knowledge 
base and technical capabilities of our members. 



 

 

 

 

 

• Foster an environment of learning and collaboration, where members can draw from each 
other’s experiences. 

• Co-create actionable recommendations for policymakers, leveraging the collective intelligence 
and experience of the network to influence policy in favor of sustainable and innovative 
agricultural and rural development. 

• Share information on funding mechanisms, thereby enabling members to secure the financial 
support needed to implement cutting-edge innovation strategies. 

 

2. Principal responsibilities 

The principal responsibilities of the WG will be to:  

• Enhance collaboration and knowledge sharing among participants, including ENoLL members 
and external stakeholders. 

• Organize events that highlight best practices, address sector-specific challenges and 
opportunities, and promote a comprehensive understanding of critical issues within the fields 
of agriculture, agri-food, and rural Living Labs. 

• Invite external experts, including policymakers, to provide in-depth insights into specific areas 
of interest within agriculture, agri-food, and rural Living Labs, enriching discussions with their 
specialized knowledge. 

• Share knowledge about methodological and technical dimensions unique to these Living Labs, 
with a focus on uncovering and disseminating information about available funding 
opportunities and other essential resources.  

• Increase dialogue with local actors and policy makers to enable LLs to increase their 
contribution and influence in local and territorial policies. 

• Contribute to the empowerment of members through training and updating the skills of 
managers and staff involved in the management and implementation of LL activities. 

• Contribute to the expansion of the WG and the membership of new members to ENoLL with 
particular attention agricultural and rural areas that are more vulnerable and more prone to 
social, economic, and environmental desertification due to climate change. 

 

3. Membership  

The WG will comprise:  

Name Organization 

Adina-Elena SEGNEANU West University of Timisoara 

Alexandru Roja Transilvania Living Lab 

Alexis Steiner AgroParisTech 

Angèle Liaigre Cities Northern Netherlands EU office  



 

 

 

 

 

Anne Claire Yemsi Paillissé ISTHIA - Université Toulouse Jean Jaurès 

Bertille Auvray Normandy Living Lab 

Chiara Ceseracciu University of Sassari / IUSS Pavia  

Chris McPhee Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Christine Hvitsand  Telemark Research Institute 

Daniel Copot Greenpoint, ITC/DIH AGRIFOOD, Pomurje AGRIFOOD data lab  

David Fangueiro 
GreenLab@Lisbon - Instituto Superior de Agronomia - 
Universidade de Lisboa - Portugal 

Davide Guariento Association of Balkan Eco-Innovations 

Dora Szlatenyi  Discovery Center Living Lab 

Elisa Pizarro Carbonell  Asociación Aprisco de Las Corchuelas 

Elisavet Papadopoulou 
Center for Agricultural Entrepreneurship of Messinia_Living Lab, 
CAEM-LL 

Erika Angarita Institute Thuenen 

Esteban Romero-Frías University of Granada - Medialab UGR 

Evdokia Krystallidou INOFA 

Hanna-Greta Puurtinen TAMK Living Lab (Tampere University of Applied Sciences)  

Isabel Baptista GreenLab@Lisbon 

Ivan Sanchez-Castro University of Jaen 

Janos Adam Grow Stars Institute Living Lab 

Javier Andrés Ortiz Cisneros LIVING LAB UNISABANA 

Jeanet van Dellen Municipality of Leeuwarden 

Jokin Garatea GAIA 

Jorge Gominho Instituto Superior de Agronomia 

Joris van der Gun Blauwe Hotspot Yuverta 



 

 

 

 

 

Jose G. Borges GreenLab@Lisbon, Instituto Superior de Agronomia (ISA) 

Jose Miguel Soriano del 
Castillo 

Food & Health Living Lab, University of Valencia 

Jose Pelaez Basque Culinary Center (LABe Digital Gastronomy Lab) 

Josep Salanova CERTH-HIT 

JUCU IOAN SEBASTIAN WEST UNIVERSITY OF TIMISOARA 

Katrien De Dauw Inagro 

Korinna Varga ÖMKI on-farm Living Lab 

Laure Berling INRAE 

Lieve De Cock ILVO - LLAEBIO living lab agroecology and organic farming 

Lisbet Andersen Rauff Klimafonden Skive 

Lorenzo Cello Institute for Transport and Logistics Foundation 

Maria Konstantinidou  CERTH-HIT 

Mariangela Pastorello Torino City Lab 

Marjoleine Hanegraaf Wageningen University and Research (WUR) 

Michael Katharakis MACC  

Muhammed Zeki Soyak Melikgazi Municipality 

Puspalata Pattojoshi KIIT University, India 

Reindert Devlamynck Inagro - Agrotopia and Living Lab of Circularity 

Robert M. Brunner MARVIC 

Rosa Almeida INTRAS Foundation / MINDLab 

Sanja Mikić Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops, Novi Sad, Serbia 

Sarah Desmet ILVO - living lab animal husbandry 

Simon Cool ILVO - living lab agrifood technology 



 

 

 

 

 

Simone Cresti  University of Siena - Santa Chiara La 

Steve Brewer University of Lincoln 

Sven Fahrner EMPHASIS Coordination  

Tomaz Zadravec Greenpoint, ITC/DIH AGRIFOOD, Pomurje AGRIFOOD data lab  

Valter Darbe IGC SRL 

Veronica Rebollo Alimentta 

Vesna Neskovic University of Novi Sad, Faculty of Agriculture 

Vladislava Grbovic BioSense 

YILMAZ CAKIR BASAKSEHIR LIVING LAB 

 

4. Roles and Responsibilities  

The Working Group will be chaired by Damiano Petruzzella from CIHEAM from Bari, Italy  
(https://www.iamb.it/ ).  

The SPOcs from ENoLL will be Dolinda Cavallo and Mar Ylla, ENoLL. 

Members will/ will not be represented by deputies at meetings. In certain circumstances, the Chairmen 
may approve the appointment of an agreed IIRC taskforce member to act as alternate.  

  

5. Meeting frequency and location  

The Working Group will meet online 3 times per year through the Agriculture, Agri-food and Rural 
Teams platform, a platform that will be used for all communications regarding the WG activities. The 
2024 meetings will take place in April, June, and October. 

A doodle will be sent out one month before each meeting to identify the best option for all the 
members.  

 

6. Duration of the AOTF  

The AOTF/Working Group will continue to exist as long as it remains relevant to the objectives and 
needs of its members. 

 

7. Related Projects and Activities 

The following projects are related to the scope of this WG: 

https://www.iamb.it/


 

 

 

 

 

• Nati00ns: The main objective of NATI00NS is reaching out to and preparing regional and 
national stakeholders seen as potential actors to apply for and implement soil health Living 
Labs and Lighthouses (LLs), facilitating the deployment of the Mission across European regions 
during most of its first ‘induction and pilot’ phase (2021 – 2025). (https://nati00ns.eu/) 

• PREPSOIL: PREPSOIL facilitates the deployment of "Soil Deal for Europe" mission across 
European regions, by helping key players beyond agriculture field in reducing soil degradation, 
while increasing soil awareness and soil literacy. (https://prepsoil.eu/ ) 

• ALL-Ready: ALL-Ready is a Coordination and Support Action (CSA) funded by the European 
Commission (EC) with the aim of preparing a framework for a future European network of 
Living Labs (LL) and Research Infrastructures (IR) that will enable the transition towards 
agroecology throughout Europe. (https://www.all-ready-project.eu/ ) 

• SOILL: SOILL coordinates, supports, expands, and promotes the network of 100 Soil Health 
Living Labs and Lighthouses (https://www.soill2030.eu/) 

• FEED community: the integration between the CIHEAM Bari FEED community and ENoLL as a 
process of valorisation to enhance good practices aimed at activating thematic Living Labs 
(https://www.feedcommunity.net/) 

https://nati00ns.eu/
https://prepsoil.eu/
https://www.all-ready-project.eu/
https://www.soill2030.eu/


 

 

 

 

 

ACTION PLAN 2024  

Activities 

When it comes to the future activities of the Agriculture, Agri-food and Rural WG for the 2024, the 
members agreed to collaborate on the following activities: 

• Thematic events: to enhance collaboration and knowledge-sharing, thematic events will be 

organized based on the interests of WG members, allowing for the exchange of best practices. 

By aligning the event topics with the members' areas of expertise and interest, we create 

dynamic events for learning, exchange, and collaboration. These thematic gatherings may take 

various forms and can be focused on a specific goal in consideration of the Members needs. 

The Events may include interactive workshops, training sessions, and informative webinars, 

each designed to deepen knowledge, dialogue, and strengthen connections among members. 

• Virtual tours: Once per year, the WG will arrange virtual tours of member organizations, 

providing insights into their operations and fostering a deeper understanding of each 

member's expertise.  

At least once per year, the SPOCs will visit one LL part of the WG who will organize a hybrid 

visit of the LL, allowing participants to attend virtually or in presence. The virtual tours will 

seek to explore the facilities and testing sites of the Living Labs, providing WG members with 

a deeper understanding of the work and activities conducted.  

• Policy-related meetings: specialized policy meetings will be conducted to discuss and co-

design recommendations on specific topics related to agriculture, agri-food and rural 

development. Efforts will be made to invite policymakers to these sessions whenever feasible. 

• Funding opportunities: dedicated meetings will focus on exploring funding opportunities from 

different programs and funding entities, facilitating discussions, and fostering potential 

collaborations. 

• Dissemination activities: WG members decided the following methods of dissemination. 

• Newsletters’ articles: significant updates and news to share with the broader 

community, these will be disseminated through ENoLL's newsletter. This strategy will 

enable us to engage a larger audience, effectively communicating updates, 

achievements, and pertinent information related to the Working Group. Should the 

need arise, alternative communication methods will be explored.  

• Bulletin: to highlight members' achievements, experiences, and updates, we will 

introduce a bulletin titled "Field Tales: Stories from the Agriculture, Agri-Food, and 

Rural Working Group." This exclusive publication will be shared among Working Group 

members only. In 2024, we plan to release three editions of the bulletin, scheduled 

for May, July and November.  

• LinkedIn: a dedicated LinkedIn group has been created to increase the networking 

among members and further disseminate key information about the activities of the 

WG. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Communication & knowledge storage  

WG members decided the following solutions for the internal communication:   

• Teams channel: a dedicated Teams channel for the Agriculture, Agri-food, and Rural 
Development Working Group will be established to enhance virtual interactions and 
discussions among members. This communication platform was suggested to increase the 
communications among members and increase the opportunity of exchange.   

• Members will be invited to join the Teams channel.  

• ENoLL will oversee the management of the channel, ensuring that content is 
accessible and moderated to enhance members’ interest.  

• The Teams channel will be integrated with SharePoint for storing any documents and 
knowledge created by the WG.  

• All WG meetings will be conducted via this Teams channel.  

• SharePoint: the information and resources used during the WG meetings and activities will be 
stored in the WG’s SharePoint "Agriculture, Agrifood & Rural Working Group”. The SharePoint 
will be managed by ENoLL and accessible to all members.  

 

Next steps  
The following points have been defined as first steps to achieve the objectives outlined in this action 
plan:  

• Confirmation the interest in being part of the WG (Microsoft form) 
• Survey to identify the WG member expertise, how members will contribute, and the 

interests addressed during the WG activities. This will help WG leader and SPOCs to tailor the 
activities to the members’ needs and keep members engaged.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

WG events for 2024 

Please provide info about sessions, meetings or events the WG is going to organize or attend during 2024. 

 
Events Type 
(Session, Workshop, 
Conference, etc.) 

Title of the 
Event 

Date Organizers 
Link to the 
event 

Comments/Additional Info 

January       

February       

March Send doodle      

April 
Meeting 

Workshop 
TBD TBD Dolinda/Mar  

• Presentation of the WG Chair 
• Present action plan for 2024 

• Explain Teams channels and SharePoint 
• May Bulletin structure 
• Ask members to send LinkedIn news 
• Feed Platform from CIHEAM  

May Send out the Bulletin     
 

 

June Meeting TBD 
TBD 

TBC 
Dolinda/Mar  

• Scouting opportunities: partner offer form 
and mapping file sharing   

• Funding opportunities (LLs Topics 24 
within the Soil Mission) 



 

 

 

 

 

• Invite the EC/REA to present the SOIL LLs 
topics 

July Send out the Bulletin      

August       

September       

October       

November 
Virtual Tour 
organization 

TBD TBD   Presentation of one WG member 

December Bulletin      

 


